SILVER ANNIVERSARY OF BUMPER CROP

CALIFORNIA STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL: Byline Lisa Carey

The perfect summer kick off benefiting the community, the 25th Anniversary Annual California Strawberry Festival May 17 and 18, 2008 in Oxnard, California, is among the top outdoor family Festivals in the nation with proceeds benefiting more than 40 non profit groups.

With live entertainment, Strawberryland For Kids, an award-winning Fine Arts & Crafts showcase with over 300 artisans, contests, free attractions, the Strawberry Promenade, and more, the heralded weekend event has something special for everyone. And, when it comes to strawberries, what’s not to love about the tasty fruit that wears its seeds on the outside!

Celebrating strawberries in a medley of delicious tastes, you’ll find them sliced, diced, shortcaked, ice blended, kabobed, chocolate dipped, with funnel cake, twinkies and cotton candy, on pizza or with nachos, in egg rolls and BBQ sauce, and in “berry”ous libations of wine, beer, margaritas, daiquiris, strawmonade, and more. An estimated 1.5 million strawberries will be consumed Festival weekend, and the best part is that the multitude of non-profit groups hosting food booths benefit with every bite from 100 percent of the proceeds.

A spectacular highlight of the Festival, the Fine Arts & Crafts showcase boasts more than 300 booths with one-of-kind originals in various mediums. Artists from throughout the nation apply for the opportunity to showcase their originals in the juried show, but only the "cream of the crop" are chosen. Nestled among the towering eucalyptus trees, booths line a grassy breezeway, offering the perfect relaxed setting to stroll and personally meet with the celebrated artists whose works range from paintings, ceramics, glassware, jewelry, woodworking, photography, furniture, sculptures, clothing, children's toys, kites, garden accessories, and more. Many Festival patrons return year after year to re-connect with their favorite artisans and find the perfect gift with a personalized touch.

Creating an ambiance within the Festival’s 50-acres, harpists, and jazz musicians are situated among the craft booths. 

An extensive outreach campaign embraces groups with bus tours. Getting there is easy with a free park and ride shuttle system and a partnership with Amtrak for a weekend “kids ride free.” On site parking is free.


The event is aligned with a series of high-profile corporate and media partners who work in concert to create awareness of the annual celebration. While KNBC features live remote broadcasts that encourage participation, radio sponsors are handpicked to entice thousands of patrons from as far south as San Diego and north as San Francisco. The marketing and public relations staff of the non-profit California Strawberry Festival work year-round to produce a quality Festival that remains true to the mission of its founders by giving back.

Not only does the Festival play a significant part in bolstering civic pride and tourism, it actually contributes to the community through layers of fundraising now exceeding $3 million since its inception in 1984. 


More information about the California Strawberry Festival May 17, 18, 2008 in Oxnard at 3250 South Rose Avenue, with general admission at $12, seniors/active military and youths at $5, and kids 4 and under free is available at www.strawberry-fest.org or toll free at 1-888-288-9242. 
